
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Boniface: Saturday – Confessions will be offered 

from 4-5 pm in the family room, either behind a screen 

or face to face.   
 

 
 

 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

- Rick Jorgenson       - Rick Kane - Peggy Harles  

- Mike Arth      - Dale Mattson      

- Shirley (Art) Heley   - James Anderl 

If you have any imminent prayer requests, please call or 

text Cindy at 701-640-1401. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

All Masses, Stations of the Cross, Eucharist 

Adoration, CCD, CYO and all conferences and 

retreats have been cancelled until further notice. 
 

Weekly Contributions. Even though we are not able to 

have public Masses at this time, please keep making 

your weekly or monthly church contributions. We still 

have all our monthly bills to cover. You can mail in 

your envelopes or slide them under the office door at 

St. Boniface. Thanks so much. 
 

Blessed Palms can be picked up at St. Boniface any 

time after the Saturday evening Mass on April 4 at 

5pm. They will be in the gathering space. 
 

Fr. Anderl’s dad James is in his last days and would 

very much like to thank all of you for your wonderful 

prayers and words of comfort. 
 

Magnificat is being offered for free until the end of 

May. Go to the following website to register 

https://us.magnificat.net/home/freeonline. Smart phone 

users can also get the app - Magnificat (US edition). 
 

How to use a time of quarantine to revitalize your 

prayer life.  Take advantage of your isolation during 

the coronavirus to give your spiritual life a boost. It’s 

not easy praying as a family, even when COVID-19 

isn’t forcing us to stay at home: the little ones fidget, 

the teens drag their feet, and one parent is inevitably 

busy just at that moment. Trying to pray may even lead 

to argument. But why not take advantage of a period of 

isolation to get more used to praying together? 

1. To start with, simply recite an Our Father. 

2. If you decide to make a Lenten offering to a 

particular organization, praying about which one can be 

the first step to supporting it. 

3. Are you used to saying evening prayers? This is a 

good time to introduce a brief morning prayer to offer 

up your day around the breakfast table! 

4. What’s the state of your family prayer corner? Non-

existent? Cluttered up over time? How about tidying it 

up? Decorate it with a few candles, some holy objects, 

a plant, or small flowers. On Good Friday and Holy 

Saturday, cover any icons or crucifix with a cloth. 

5. Saturday evening can be a good time for a reading of 

that Sunday’s Gospel, ending with an exchange of 

questions, answers, and conversations. 

6. For the little ones, why not exchange the regular 

bedtime stories for the life of a saint or a Bible story? 

Or during dinner, one of the family can read aloud 

about the life of a saint. 

8. Subscribing to a spiritual magazine, such as 

Magnificat, can help you to navigate each day in union 

with the prayer of the whole Church and develop your 

spiritual life in line with your own personal vocation. 
 

Tragedy, Contingency, and a Deeper Sense of God. 

by Bishop Robert Barron 

I have lived in Santa Barbara, California for the past 

four years. In that brief time, my neighbors and I have 

experienced a number of real tragedies. Just over two 

years ago, the terrible Thomas Fire broke out in my 

pastoral region, in the vicinity of Thomas Aquinas 

College (hence the name). For a frightening month it 

made its devastating way from Santa Paula through 

Ventura, Carpenteria, Montecito, and eventually 

commenced to devour the foliage on the hills just north 

of my home. As I was standing one Saturday morning 

on my front lawn, staring uneasily at the flames, a 

retired fire captain stopped his car and yelled out the 

window, “Bishop, what are you still doing here? 

Embers are flying everywhere; this whole 

neighborhood could go up.” 

                                                                    

 Sunday Liturgy: 
  Mass with Fr. Anderl can be found live streaming at   
  www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDlefIyM-aIKFQSQhDv6ng  
  at 5:00 pm on Saturday and can be watched later that   
  evening or anytime on Sunday. 
  You can also follow the link if you go to stboniface.net  
  and click on “Weekend Mass”. 
 

 Weekday Liturgy: 
  Can be found at fargodiocese.org and scroll down to   
  “Watch Daily Mass”. Mass can also be found on   
  EWTN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

All Parishes 

Reconciliation Schedule 

Prayer Requests 

https://us.magnificat.net/home/freeonline
https://www.wordonfire.org/author/bishop-robert-barron/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDlefIyM-aIKFQSQhDv6ng


We were all relieved when, just days later, rains finally 

came and doused the flames. But that welcome rain 

became, in short compass, a deluge, prompting a 

mudslide in the fire-ravaged hills above Montecito. 

Twenty-five people were swept to their deaths. In 

November of that same year, 2018, a disturbed man 

walked into a crowded restaurant and bar called the 

Borderline, located in Thousand Oaks, in the far eastern 

end of my pastoral region. He opened fire at random 

and killed thirteen people, including a brave police 

officer who tried to stop him. On Labor Day this past 

September, thirty-five people, sleeping below-decks in 

a diving boat moored just off the coast of Santa 

Barbara, were burned to death as fire roared through 

their cramped quarters. 

I have thought of all of these tragedies as we Santa 

Barbarans, along with the entire country, are dealing 

now with the coronavirus crisis. I think it is fair to say 

that, at the turn of the year, no one saw this coming. No 

one would have predicted that tens of thousands would 

be infected by a dangerous pathogen, that thousands 

would die, that we would be shut in our homes, that the 

economy would go into meltdown. What seemed just a 

short time ago a fairly stable state of affairs medically, 

politically, and economically has been turned upside 

down. Now, I don’t rehearse all of this negativity to 

depress you! I do so to make a theological point. 

All of the tragedies that I’ve recounted are but dramatic 

examples of a general truth about the nature of things, a 

truth that we all know in our bones but that we choose, 

typically, to cover-up or overlook. I’m talking about the 

radical contingency of the world, to give it its properly 

philosophical designation. This means, to state it 

simply, that everything in our experience is unstable; it 

comes into being and its passes out of being. Think of 

every plant, every animal, every insect, every cloud, 

indeed of every mountain, planet, or solar system, if we 

allow for a sufficient passage of time: they all come to 

be and will eventually fade away. And though we 

habitually divert ourselves from accepting it, this 

contingency principle applies to each of us. Whenever 

we get really sick, or a good friend dies, or a weird 

virus threatens the general population, this truth 

manages to break through our defenses. Teilhard de 

Chardin, a theologian-scientist from the last century, 

said that he acquired a keen sense of his own mortality 

when, as a boy of three, he saw a lock of his newly cut 

hair fall into fire and burn up in a split second. 

Why shouldn’t this perception simply lead to existential 

despair, a Sartrean sense of the meaningless of life? 

Thomas Aquinas has the answer. The great medieval 

scholastic said that the contingency of a thing tells us 

that it doesn’t contain within itself the reason for its 

own existence. This is why we naturally and 

spontaneously look for the cause of a contingent state 

of affairs: Why did that cloud come to be? What is 

keeping that insect alive? Why am I writing this article? 

But if that cause is itself contingent, then we have to 

look for its cause. And if that cause is contingent, our 

search must go on. What we cannot do is endlessly 

appeal to contingent causes of contingent states of 

affairs. And thus we must come, finally, to some cause 

that is not itself caused and which in turn causes 

contingent things to be. And this, Aquinas says, is what 

people mean when they use the word “God.” 

Critics of religion sometimes say that priests and 

ministers present themselves at moments of sickness 

and tragedy—in hospitals, nursing homes, and funeral 

parlors—because they are providing a pathetic crutch to 

those who can’t deal with the sadness of life. But this is 

hopelessly superficial. Religious leaders do indeed go 

to those places, precisely because it is there that people 

experience their contingency with particular acuteness 

and such experiences open the mind and the heart to 

God. When we are shaken, we seek by a very healthy 

instinct for that which is ultimately stable. 

At the end of World War II and in the wake of 

September 11th, churches were filled across our 

country, and I would be willing to bet, when the 

coronavirus passes, they will be filled again. I would 

urge you to read this phenomenon not merely 

psychologically but metaphysically: tragedy sparks an 

awareness of contingency, and an awareness of 

contingency gives rise to a deeper sense of God. 
 
 

 
 

Holy, Holy and the Lamb of God will be done in 

Latin for now as a sign of solidarity, uniting us with the 

whole Church throughout the world during this time of 

global pandemic and prayer! 
 

Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dóminus Deus Sábaoth. 

Pleni sunt caeli et terra glória tua. Hosánna in excélsis. 

Benedíctus qui venit in nómine Domini. Hosánna in 

excélsis. 
 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

Agnus Dei,  

quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei,  

quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei,  

quitollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem. 


